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On April 13, 1997, the Chevron Refinery in Richmond (Plant #10) had a two inch line rupture at the Heavy Neutral Cracking unit (HNS). The two inch line was carrying sour gas and hydrocarbons to a high pressure separator in the unit. The rupture occurred at about 3:45 p.m. according to the Chevron environmental contact. The line was isolated in the unit at about 4:25 p.m. The refinery sounded the all clear siren at 6:45 p.m. Chevron reported a release of approximately 308 lbs/hydrogen sulfide gas from the pipe rupture, and 860 lbs/SO2 from their flare. 

· Air Quality Inspector was called out on the incident at 5:35 p.m. There were approximately 20 complaints pending from Crockett, Vallejo, and Benicia at the time. Inspector arrived in Crockett at 6:15 p.m. at the Cummings Skyway Exit and Interstate 80. No odors were detected by Inspector downwind from the Rodeo Refinery. A second Inspector was responding to complaints in the Vallejo area at the time and the odor had already dissipated.

· Inspector then heard of the Chevron Release on KCBS news and drove to the Chevron Refinery in Richmond. No odors were detected by Inspector while driving south on the Richmond Parkway. Inspector arrived at Chevron’s Gate 31 at 7:00 p.m. and was met by Chevron environmental contact.

· BAAQMD Inspectors received approximately 34 odor complaints from Crockett, Rodeo, Hercules, Vallejo and Benicia between 4:45 p. m, and 9:00 p.m.. District inspectors were not able to confirm the odors at the complainant’s residences face-to-face.

· Wind direction during this incident was out of the south/southeast between 3:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. The direction changed at 5:30 p.m. to more of a westerly wind for the duration.

· Contra Costa County Health Department arrived in Richmond at 4:30 p.m. The CCCHS inspector went into the Chevron Refinery at 5:10 p.m. No off-site odors were detected by County inspectors around the Richmond Parkway. The County did not do any monitoring off site. The CAN system was activated by the County at the request of the refinery as a precaution.

· The Crockett GLM recorded 24 ppb H2S at approximately 4:50 p.m.

· The Gertrude GLM picked up 12 ppb H2S at approximately 6:40 p.m. and it lasted less then five minutes at the level. No activity was recorded at the Castro or Golden Gate GLM's. 



