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On September 2, 1997, at about 11:10 AM, the Fluid Catalytic Cracking Unit at the Shell Oil Refinery experienced a flow reversal between the Reactor and Regnerator. As a result catalyst was emitted through the Boiler(s) until the valve was closed between the Reactor and Regenerator. The District began receiving complaints about a yellow smoke cloud which the District confirmed to have come from the Shell Oil Refinery. 

· The District Staff observed a visible emission emananting from the Shell Oil Refinery at 11:15 AM. The Inspector arrived on scene at 11:50 AM at which time the emission was no longer occurring.

· The District received eight complaints about yellow smoke alleging the Shell Oil Refinery. The wind was from the west, southwest at about 3-5 mph.

· Shell Oil notified the District about the emission release and has requested breakdown relief for this incident. Shell Oil has estimated that approximately 21 pounds of catalyst and 36 pounds of sulfur dioxide (SO2) were emitted into the atmosphere.

· The opacity monitors located on the Boilers recorded indicated excessess. The District Staff is evaluating the recordings for compliance.

· At this time, a breakdown investigation is ongoing and more details will be available as the investigation progresses.

On September 2, 1997, the District confirmed seven (7) smoke complaints to Shell Oil Refinery in Martinez. Shell Oil was issued a Notice of Violation for causing a Public Nuisance. 



