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At approximately 11:00 a.m. on April 21, 1997, the District received a message regarding a boiler tube rupture at PG&E’s Pittsburg #5 boiler (Plant #12). District staff were dispatched to conduct an investigation. 

· At approximately 10:30 a.m. PG&E staff noticed a hissing sound coming from the #5 boiler upper deck area.

· This sound had lasted longer than normal at this point, and PG&E personnel began checking boiler #5 operating conditions for problems. Also, the volume of the hissing sound had increased and an unusually high amount of steam was observed by plant personnel on the boiler #5 structure at the 135-145 ft. level. Immediately after the burst of steam, there was a shower of insulation debris falling from this area.

· Plant personnel observed a small cloud of debris moving from the boiler #5 structure towards the northeast corner of the property. Boiler #5 was shut down and depressurization procedures were initiated.

· At approximately 10:50 a.m. plant personnel were dispatched downwind to the Riverview park area to prevent debris from moving off property. The Pittsburg Police Department was notified and dispatched to the area to assist with barricading the park and marina area.

· The Contra Costa County Hazardous Materials department was notified and dispatched to the area regarding potential debris fallout off property.

· The company reported an equipment breakdown #4921 to the District regarding the boiler #5 tube rupture. There was no Continuous Emission Monitor excess.

PG&E initial debris sample results indicated 5-15% asbestos content in material found on PG&E’s property. Off property “mineral wool” samples indicated a 3-5% asbestos content. Subsequent District and County Hazardous Material sample results confirm these findings.

There were no citizen complaints received by the District related to this incident.



