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At approximately 5:30 p.m. on October 29, 1997, the Tosco Avon Refinery Chemical Plant had an equipment failure resulting in a small release of anhydrous ammonia. Tosco contained and secured the leak by 6:00 p.m. while maintaining a water spray to mitigate the ammonia odor.

The District staff received the first of fifteen odor complaints at 5:23 p.m. The complainants described the odor as a foul cat urine odor. Three inspectors responded to the incident. 

· The first District inspector received and responded to a complaint at about 5:50 p.m. and observed a strong cat urine odor at the Concord Naval Weapons Station. 

· The second District inspector received and responded to seven odor complaints in Clyde. At 6:00 p.m. the inspector confirmed a cat urine odor at Bates Avenue and Sprig Drive in North Concord.

· The third District inspector was called out at 6:30 p.m. to assist with the ongoing odor complaints in Clyde, Bay Point and Pittsburg. The inspector arrived at Tosco at 7:30 p.m. and did not observe any ammonia odor.

· At 7:48 p.m. Tosco informed the inspector that there was a pump seal leak on an ammonia pump at the Ammonia Recovery Unit which occurred at about 5:30 p.m. and that they were flaring.

· At 8:00 p.m. the inspector called the Contra Costa County Hazmat Unit. The County made a level two notification at 7:30 p.m. and cleared the incident at 8:55 p.m.

The District is continuing its investigation into the pump seal failure and operations surrounding this incident. At this time, a Public Nuisance is pending on the outcome of the investigation.
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