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On April 2, 1997, at about 6:15 p.m. the District began receiving odor complaints in the City of Concord. The odor was described as sulfur and/or gun powder. The District received its last complaint at 10:39 p.m. The District confirmed that the source of the odor was coming from the Tosco Avon Refinery (Plant #13) flare system. 

· At 6:45 p.m. the Supervising Inspector called out an Inspector to investigate odor complaints in the City of Concord. Because of the number of complaints, a second Inspector was called out at 6:50 p.m. and a third Inspector at 8: 00 p.m.

· At 6:50 p.m. the Inspector notified Tosco Environmental Affairs Department (EAD) regarding the odor in the Concord area. At 7:00 p.m. the second Inspector was in Concord and began his investigation. At 7:33 p.m. Inspector arrived on scene at Tosco and determined that Tosco was the source of the odor in the community.

· At 7:20 p.m. the Contra Costa County Health Department (CCCHD) measured 14 ppb H2S at the Hillcrest Community Park in Concord. At 7:30 p.m. the CCCHD measured 8 ppb H2S at Glennbrook Ct. and Grant Ave. in Concord.

· The District Inspectors confirmed odors emanating from Tosco in the communities of Concord, Walnut Creek, Pleasant Hill and Pacheco. The wind was from the north-north-west at 10 to 13 mph.

· The District received 74 odor complaints between 6:15 p.m. and 10:39 p.m. Complainants characterized the odor as sulfur, gunpowder and burnt matches.

On April 2, 1997, the District confirmed 74 odor complaints to Tosco Refinery in Martinez. Tosco was issued a Notice of Violation for causing a Public Nuisance.



