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On October 11, 1997 the Tosco Rodeo Refinery was in the process of flushing out and steaming process units 210 and 212 (The Deoiling and Dewaxing Units). These units were being prepared for final shutdown as part of the lube oil product discontinuation at the Rodeo Refinery. The district began receiving oil fallout complaints from the Tormey area of Crockett on 10/12/97 at 12:12 hours. The Tosco Rodeo Refinery began receiving calls from the community on 10/12/97 at 12:20 hours and dispatched a Shift Superintendent to Tormey to investigate the complaints. Tosco confirmed the fallout as oil and began investigating the source in the plant. The district staff responded to this incident at 11:45 hours on 10/13/97. The district inspector confirmed the appearance of oil fallout on resident’s vehicles on Old County Road. 

· Official notification of the release from Tosco was received by the BAAQMD on 10/12/97 at 14:45 hours.

· Three BAAQMD inspectors received a total of five fallout complaints from Crockett since 10/11/97.

· The Contra Costa County Health Dept. was notified by Tosco Rodeo on 10/12/97 at 1448 hours.

· The wind was out of the southwest at approximately 5-12 mph during the suspected occurrence of this release.

· The district staff collected wipe samples from the complainant’s vehicles on 10/13/97.

· On 10/14/97 district staff traced the oil impact area back to the Unit 212 wastewater sump.

· A parent material oil sample was collected from Tank 1346 by Tosco employees and submitted to the district on 10/14/97 for laboratory comparison.

· Tosco Rodeo Environmental Affairs accepted responsibility for the fallout, to district staff on 10/13/97.

· Complainant’s have expressed concerns to district staff about the nature of the material and its possible toxic hazards.

· 

The District issued a Notice of Violation #31054 on November 4, 1997 to Tosco Rodeo Refinery for causing a public nuisance on October 11, 1997. In addition, the District continues to investigate, in cooperation with the Contra Costa Health Department, to identify the root cause and recommend action to prevent future occurrences. 
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