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At approximately 4:30 PM on August 14, 1997, Tosco Rodeo Refinery had the first of two shutdowns of their flare compressor. This compressor recovers excess gas, some of which contains sulfur, from various processes and returns it to be cleaned and used within the refinery. When this compressor is not operating these gases are routed to the flare and burned without sulfur removal which results in odorous emissions. The flare compressor was out-of-service for a total of 105 minutes in two shutdowns and was returned to normal service at 6:25 PM. 

· At 5:52 PM a District Inspector observed a strong sulfur odor on the Carquinez Bridge.

· Winds in the area were consistent from the South/Southwest at 4-7 mph, during this incident.

· During this time period the District received seven odor complaints from the Selby/ West Crockett community. All seven complaints were located downwind of the Tosco Rodeo Refinery.

· A District Inspector observed the same sulfur odor in the community. No odors were observed upwind of the Tosco Rodeo Refinery. 

The District investigation of this incident is continuing. 



