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At approximately 2:10 p.m. on August 3, 1998, the Tosco Avon Refinery experienced an electrical power outage which caused many of Tosco’s process units to shut down. 

· The inspector assigned to the Tosco Avon Refinery was in the facility when the power outage occurred.

· Black smoke was observed coming from Tosco’s flares.

· A white smoke plume was observed from Tosco’s Chemical Plant Stack from about 2:20 p.m. to about 4:00 p.m.

· The District anticipates that Tosco will be reporting several in stack monitor excesses.

· Five District Inspectors responded to approximately 24 complaints of smoke and odor from 2:15 p.m. till 5:00 p.m. The complaints were located in Pacheco, Concord, Walnut Creek and Pleasant Hill.

· The District met with the Contra Costa County Health Dept. Hazardous Materials team during the incident.

· During the incident, the wind was blowing from the north and from the north-northeast.

· At 5:00 p.m. on August 3, 1998, Tosco’s Hydrocracker Unit and two Hydrogen Plants were still down.

· The District will be issuing a Notice of Violation to Tosco for creating a Public Nuisance on August 3, 1998.

District staff will continue to investigate the cause of the electrical power failure and determine if Tosco exceeded any other District Rules and Regulations.
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