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At approximately 1620 hours, Tosco experienced problems with their flare gas compressor. Tosco attempted to re-start the compressor several times, but the system continued to trip off. This resulted in odors from incomplete combustion at the flare.

  

· The District received 21 odor complaints from the Crockett area, between 1725 hours and 2120 hours. Most of the complaints were for sulfur type odors.

· The winds during the incident were from the Southwest, at about 2-6 mph.

· The Tosco Ground Level Monitor (GLM), located in Crockett, recorded some Hydrogen Sulfide (H2S) activity.

· Tosco’s contractor, Odor Science & Engineering (OSE), was dispatched into the community to conduct odor patrols from 1800 hours until 2200 hours. They recorded odor observations downwind of the refinery.

· Tosco was able successfully re-start the flare gas compressor at about 2000 hours.

· Two District Inspectors were dispatched to the area to investigate this incident and did not detect any odors in the Crockett area after 2150 hours.

· The District has issued a Notice of Violation to Tosco, for creating a public nuisance.

District staff will continue to investigate the cause of this incident at the flare gas compressor.
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