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At approximately 0630 hours, Martinez Refining Company (MRC) experienced problems with the start-up of their Flexi-Coker unit. This unit had been down, for over a month, for routine maintenance. MRC had problems lighting the Flexi-Gas flare. This resulted in odors from purged gases at the flare.

  

· The District received 33 odor complaints from the Martinez/Pacheco area, between 0745 hours and 1200 hours. Most of the complaints were for petroleum type odors.

· The winds during the incident were from the Northwest, at about 8-13 mph.

· The Ground Level Monitor (GLM), located downwind on Pacheco Boulevard, did not record any activity. This GLM monitors for Hydrogen Sulfide (H2S) and Sulfur Dioxide (SO2).

· District inspectors were dispatched to the area to investigate this incident. District inspectors observed and confirmed odors throughout the Martinez and Pacheco communities. 

· MRC and District staff traced the odor to the Flexi-gas flare at approximately 1030 hours. MRC was able to light the flare shortly after it was discovered to be the source of the odors.

· District inspectors did not detect any odors in the area after 1300 hours.

· The District has issued a Notice of Violation to MRC, for creating a public nuisance.

The District will continue to investigate the cause of this incident at the Flexi-Gas flare, to prevent this from reoccurring in the future.
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