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· At 1755 hours a tube ruptured inside Furnace #8, at the #3 Crude Unit. This resulted in an excessive visible plume from the furnace stack. This furnace heats crude oil, from approximately 450 degrees to 750 degrees, and feeds the fractionator.

· District staff first observed the plume at 1810 hours, and arrived on scene at 1835 hours.

· Winds in the area were consistent from the Southwest at 13-15 mph, during this incident. The plume carried high into the atmosphere and proceeded out toward the Suisun Bay.

· Between 1828 and 1915 hours the District received seven complaints from the surrounding community. All seven complaints were for excessive smoke. No odor complaints were received.

· District staff patrolled the community during the incident, and no odors were observed downwind of the Tosco Refinery.

· Tosco immediately shut down the crude unit, at 1800 hours, to isolate the affected furnace. At 1814 hours a small ground fire also ignited around the furnace. The furnace was isolated at 1840 hours. However, the residual oil inside the furnace continued to burn until it was snuffed out with steam. The incident was reported all clear at 1958 hours.

· The District investigation of this incident is continuing.
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