	
	Compliance and Enforcement Division
Bay Area Air Quality Management District 
939 Ellis Street 
San Francisco, Ca 94109
INCIDENT REPORT 
Plant #16
TOSCO - Rodeo Refinery, Redeo, CA
January 7, 1998 




At 0900 hours on January 7, 1998, Tosco Refining Company, Rodeo, Plant #16, experienced an upset in the MP30 Complex at the Mid-barrel Unionfining Unit, Unit #229. A leak occurred in a line on an overhead accumulator causing the release of sour hydrogen gas and impacting the community of Rodeo. The preliminary investigation indicated that a breach occurred where a 2-inch line connected to a 4 inch line. The upset also caused the MP30 Complex ground flare to ignite creating a large cloud of black smoke and impacting the community of Rodeo. The wind was from the East/Northeast averaging 7.5 mph. Tosco Refining Company's odor monitoring personnel conducted an odor patrol downwind of the plant and detected a hydrogen sulfide (H2S) odor in the community of Rodeo. 

· At approximately 0905 hours while on Interstate 80 eastbound, a BAAQMD inspector noticed flame and black smoke coming from the area of the MP30 Complex ground flare. This inspector proceeded to Tosco Refining Company to conduct an investigation.

· A second BAAQMD inspector observed the flames and smoke at the MP30 ground flare. At approximately 0930 hours the same inspector observed a strong hydrogen sulfide odor on Parker Avenue near Third Street in Rodeo.

· The BAAQMD received two odor complaints between 0930 hours and 1000 hours but neither was confirmed by BAAQMD inspectors.

· Other agencies that responded to this incident included the Contra Costa County HazMat team, the Rodeo-Hercules Fire Department and the Contra County Sheriff Department.

· The Contra Costa County Department of Health Services activated the community warning sirens and the Community Alert Network and ordered a shelter-in-place for the community of Rodeo.

· A Ground Level Monitor (GLM) at the Rodeo Fire Department 3rd Street location recorded an H2S leak up to approximately 70 ppb. A copy of the chart is being forwarded to Technical Services to determine if an excess occurred.

· The BAAQMD air monitoring van responded to the incident at approximately 1030 hours and was unable to detect any H2S at the fence line of Tosco or in the community of Rodeo.

The BAAQMD and Tosco Refining Company is continuing to investigate the cause of this incident. Enforcement action is pending further investigation.
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