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On May 16,1998, the BAAQMD received twenty-one odor complaints between 0953 and 1753 hours from Crockett. District staff arrived in Crockett on 5/16/98 at 1308 hours to investigate these complaints. The odors were traced to the C & H Sugar Wastewater treatment plant in Crockett. The activated sludge basins # 1 and # 3 were black and appeared to be septic; basin # 2 was out of service. The Dissolved Oxygen readings measured by the operator were in the 0.5 ppm range. The District staff measured 17 ppm H2S inside the treatment plant near the basins. The staff also measured H2S in the town of Crockett as high as 80 ppb.

On May 17,1998, the BAAQMD received six odor complaints between 1500 and 1855 hours from Crockett. District staff arrived in Crockett on 5/17/98 at 1930 hours to investigate these complaints. The odors were again traced to the C & H Sugar Wastewater Treatment Plant in Crockett. All three basins were in service at this time. The staff again measured high H2S in the Plant (3 ppm). The operators had not taken Dissolved Oxygen readings on 5/17/98 because they were not discharging effluent from the plant. The basins still appeared to be septic.

On May 18,1998, the BAAQMD received ten odor complaints between 0740 and 1500 hours from Crockett. District staff arrived in Crockett on 5/18/98 at 0820 hours to investigate these complaints. The District also sent two air monitoring vans to Crockett. The vans measured high levels of H2S and there appear to be violations of the three-minute and sixty-minute ground level H2S standards. The # 1 and # 2 sludge basins appear to be aerobic but # 3 basin is still septic.

Staff has issued two violation notices to C & H Sugar for causing public nuisances on 5/16 & 5/18/98. C & H Sugar employees have told staff that the problems with the treatment plant are related to large sand and grit discharges to the treatment plant from the Crockett Valona Sanitary District. The C & H wastewater plant is only designed to receive sewage that has received primary treatment. It can not handle sewage with large sediments. The grit in the system broke pumps, impellers, and other integral equipment in the plant. The grit is settling in the bottom of the sludge basins interfering with their operation. The plant is applying for FEMA aid in response to this damage to the plant since they believe that the damage is due to the high levels of rainfall this winter.

· The BAAQMD received 21 complaints on 5/16/98, 6 complaints on 5/17/98, & 10 complaints on 5/18/98.

· The CCC Health Dept. responded to the odors on 5/18/98.

· Staff measured high levels of H2S off-site on all three days using a Jerome meter and at the plant boundary using their mobile vans on 5/18/98.

The staff is continuing to investigate these incidents for regulatory compliance.
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