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UPDATE - March 29, 1999
At approximately 2:30 p.m. Thursday March 25, an explosion occurred at the Chevron Oil Refinery in Richmond. The source of the explosion appears to be the gas oil feed line to the TKN hydrocracking unit in the refinery.  This gas oil feed to the hydrocracker has been treated to remove nitrogen and sulfur compounds (i.e. ammonia and hydrogen sulfide has been removed).  The smoke from the fire rose straight over the refinery before travelling east and before dissipating over the El Cerritto/Berkeley Hills.

The District received 37 smoke and odor complaints.  The District's investigation did detect mild gas oil type odors.  There are 4 Ground Level Monitors (GLM) near the Chevron Refinery.  These monitors continuously check for hydrogen sulfide and sulfur dioxide.  Preliminary review of these monitors does not show any measurements of hydrogen sulfide or sulfur dioxide at three sites.  At one site, approximately 17 ppb hydrogen sulfide and 25 ppb sulfur dioxide were measured at about 2:35 pm and by 3:00, it had dissipated.  The District's 2 monitoring vans did not detect any hydrogen sulfide but did detect trace amounts of sulfur dioxide.    In addition, air samples have been collected and will also be analyzed in the District's laboratory.

No cause for the explosion and fire has yet been determined.  District staff responded to investigate complaints, document any violations, and assist other public agencies.  In addition, District instrument specialists were involved in monitoring the downwind area of the surrounding community for potential air contaminants.  As of mid-day Saturday, March 27, there were still several smoldering hotspots, thus making a physical inspection of the site impossible.  As soon as Chevron extinguishes the fire and determines that the area is safe for inspection, the District will begin an investigation to determine both the the cause of the explosion and the extent to which District regulations were violated.  Chevron's internal investigation is continuing.
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