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Winter Island Duck Club, Contra Costa County
March 18, 2000




At approximately 10:58 a.m., on Saturday March 18, the District began receiving complaints of black smoke and ash falling out in the Antioch area of Contra Costa County. Two District Inspectors responded to 34 complaints located in Antioch, Pittsburg and Oakley. Many complainants claimed that the ash was fouling their swimming pools and boats. The District determined that the smoke and ash was from a controlled burn on Winter Island.

Winter Island is a small island located just north of the city of Pittsburg at the confluence of the Sacramento River and San Joaquin River.

According to a representative of the Winter Island Duck Club, the wind shifted direction after their controlled burn was ignited on March 18. The District observed the wind to be blowing from the northwest.

The Antioch Marina is located 1.25 miles southeast of Winter Island and received the brunt of the ash fallout. The District observed ash accumulations in the marina.

By late afternoon on March 18, the wind had shifted and was blowing towards the east (away from the communities). The last complaint was received at 3:02 p.m.

The District issued a Notice of Violation to the owners of the Winter Island Duck Club for creating a Public Nuisance; a violation of the California health and Safety Code 41700.

The Contra Costa County Health Department was notified.



