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At approximately 8:50 PM on Sunday, May 21, the Chevron Refinery in Richmond experienced a failure of a Hydrogen Compressor in the TKC unit at the North Isomax Plant. Flaring occurred as a result of the rapid shut down of this unit. Chevron estimates that a release of approximately 2,000 pounds of sulfur dioxide (SO2) occurred from the flare. The entire incident lasted about 30 minutes.
Between 8:55 PM and 9:45PM, the District received six complaints regarding Chevron’s flaring from residents in El Cerrito, Richmond, Kensington and San Pablo. A Ground Level Monitor (GLM) in the vicinity of the refinery recorded the SO2 release.
District staff will continue to investigate the cause of the failure, determine any violations of District Regulations, and identify corrective actions to prevent future reoccurrences. 


