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At approximately 1350 hours on Tuesday, June 6, the Tosco Refinery in Martinez had a ground fire at their Fluid Coker Unit. The fire occurred near a flushing oil tank, which overflowed and the oil ignited.

The fire lasted for approximately 20 minutes, before it was completely extinguished. During this ground fire, the boiler feed water pumps for the #5 Boiler were affected, which caused an emergency shut down of the boiler. When the boiler was shut down the stack began smoking, and was visible throughout the area at an elevated level. The smoke from the stack was primarily blowing east toward the delta and dissipating. The smoke from the stack was anticipated to continue until the Coker is shut down or the flue gases are routed to another boiler.

The District received two complaints regarding smoke and odors, as a result of this incident. District staff at the scene detected no odors at ground level around the refinery. The Ground Level Monitors (GLM) located around the refinery did not record any excesses of hydrogen sulfide (H2S) or sulfur dioxide (SO2). District staff did detect an oil odor in Bay Point, while responding to this incident.

District staff will continue to investigate the cause of tank overflow and resulting fire to determine if Tosco exceeded any District Regulations.



