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On July 18, 2001, at approximately 05:45 A.M. there was a fire in the light oil processing area at the refinery. The fire was caused by a leak in the F-41 crude furnace.

At 05:58 A.M. the Community Warning System alarms were sounded in Martinez, signaling a shelter in place. The incident was over at approximately 6:05 A.M.. The decision to trigger the shelter in place was made by refinery staff based on smoke from the refinery main stack. The material burned was a heavy crude oil.

The smoke dissipated away from the community. The winds were less than five miles per hour from the southeast. The ground level monitors located around the refinery did not record any excesses of hydrogen sulfide or sulfur dioxide. The in-stack continuous emission monitors also did not record any excess emissions. The District did not receive any public complaints of odor or smoke.

District staff is continuing their investigation of this incident.



