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On Monday, August 13th, 2001 at approximately 1400 hours, a fire started in a field at 14245 Llagas Avenue in San Martin. The fire spread southward to San Martin Auto Wreckers at 14155 Llagas Avenue, igniting salvaged tires, automobiles and trucks.

The fire resulted in the temporary closure of Monterey Highway, Llagas Avenue, and the CalTrain railroad line. The fire also resulted in the evacuation of several nearby business. A local school, San Martin Elementary, was advised to shelter in place.

A very large and thick plume of black smoke was steadily emitted. The wind was blowing towards the south at approximately 10 mph. District Inspectors obtained an air sample during the event and this sample has been submitted to the District Lab for analysis.

South Santa Clara County Fire Protection District stated that the cause of the fire was suspicious and currently under investigation. Fire crews attended the site all-night and as of August 14 at 10.00 am the fire was still smoldering.

The District did not receive any public complaints of odor or smoke.

There were no injuries or hospitalizations associated with the fire.

District staff is continuing their investigation of this incident.



