	
	Compliance and Enforcement Division
Bay Area Air Quality Management District 
939 Ellis Street 
San Francisco, CA 94109
INCIDENT REPORT - UPDATED 10/17
Plant A0011
Martinez Refining Company, Martinez, CA
October 14,  2001




At approximately 8:00 p.m. on October 14, 2001, Martinez Refining Company (MRC) experienced problems with the start-up of their Fluid Catalytic Cracking Unit (FCCU). This unit had an emergency shutdown on Friday, 10/12/01, due to excessive vibrations on the Wet Gas Compressor. MRC was beginning to warm up the FCCU on 10/14/01, when they experienced some pressure imbalance within the unit. This resulted in the venting of catalyst to the atmosphere. This venting began at about 8:00 p.m. and ended at 9:25 p.m.

· The District received numerous fall-out and odor complaints from the Martinez/Pacheco area, between 8:00 p.m. on 10/14/01 and continuing throughout the morning of 10/15/01.

· A Ground Level Monitor (GLM), located downwind of the refinery, did record small amounts Hydrogen Sulfide (H2S) at the time of the incident.

· Continuous Emission Monitors (CEM), recorded excessive visible emissions (opacity) from the stacks during this incident.

· District inspectors continued to observe black fall-out on the morning of 10/15/01.

District staff issued MRC a Public Nuisance Violation on October 15, 2001. 

UPDATE - 10/17/01
At approximately 8:50 a.m. on October 17, 2001 MRC experienced additional venting from their FCC unit. 

· The venting ended at approximately 11:30 a.m. on October 17, 2001.

· At approximately 9 a.m Contra Costa County ordered a shelter in place for the Martinez area.

· District staff received 4 complaints of smoke and documented excessive visible emission from the stacks of the FCC unit.

· The Highway Patrol shut down portions of Highways 4, 680, and the Benicia Bridge during the incident.

· Continuous emission monitors (CEM) recorded excessive visible emissions from the stacks of the FCC unit during the incident.

· Ground level monitors (GLM) located downwind of the refinery recorded small amounts of Hydrogen Sulfide (H2S) at the time of the incident.

District Staff will continue to investigate the cause of the incident and verify if the facility exceeded any additional District Regulations.

 



