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On November 29, 2001, at approximately 7:45 p.m. a process upset occurred during start up at the General Chemical Sulfuric Acid Plant in Richmond. The upset caused a sulfur trioxide release from the main stack.

General Chemical notified the Contra Costa County Health Services Department (CCCHSD) at approximately 8:00 p.m. At approximately 8:55 p.m. the Community Warning System alarms were sounded in Richmond, signaling a shelter in place.

At Approximately 10:15 p.m. General Chemical completed the shutdown of the unit and the emission from the main stack ceased. At approximately 11:15 p.m. the CCHSD lifted the shelter in place.

The District received four complaints during this incident. The winds were from the west at approximately eight miles per hour. District staff reviewed the continuous and ground level monitor data and determined that there were no excesses of air quality standards. There were several air samples taken during this event that are currently being analyzed.

On Monday, December 03, 2001, the District issued a Notice of Violation to General Chemical for causing a public nuisance.



