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On November 30, 2001, at approximately 3:30 p.m. a process upset occurred at the General Chemical Sulfuric Acid Plant in Richmond. The upset caused a sulfur trioxide release from the main stack.

General Chemical notified the Contra Costa County Health Services Department (CCCHSD) at approximately 3:30 p.m. At approximately 3:30 p.m. the Richmond Fire Department closed Castro Street to the public.

At Approximately 3:30 p.m. General Chemical removed feed to the process and completed the shutdown of the unit and the emission from the main stack diminished. At approximately 4:45 p.m. the CCCHSD declared the incident was over and Castro Street was reopened.

District staff are reviewing continuous and ground level monitor data to determine if there were any excesses of air quality standards.

The District is continuing their investigation of this incident.



