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On October 21, 2002, at approximately 6:00 a.m. the Chevron Refinery began experiencing a power dip in the electrical power supply to the Refinery. At approximately 7:25 a.m. Chevron lost power. Chevron identified the electrical switching station as the source of the problem.

The power failure caused the No.1 and No. 2 Co-Generators to shutdown along with the Fluid Catalytic Cracking Unit, Crude Unit, Sulfur Recovery Units and other equipment. As a safety precaution and due to the lack of steam production Chevron also shutdown other process units in a controlled manner.

At approximately 10:30 a.m. the refinery regained power and started to bring their process units on-line.

During this incident the wind direction was from the east-southeast at approximately 2.5 mph. There was heavy fog at ground level and much of the refinery was not visible.

The District issued Chevron a Notice of Violation for excessive smoke originating from the North Isomax Flare during this incident.

The District did not receive any complaints related to this incident. Staff is reviewing the monitoring data to determine if there were any additional excesses of air quality standards.

The District is continuing their investigation of this incident.



