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On February 21, 2002 at approximately 10:35 PM, a vapor cloud of hydrogen chloride gas coming from 2 discarded, 5-gallon pressure cylinders was released to the atmosphere at an open lot at 2033 Cooley Avenue, near HWY 101, East Palo Alto, CA.

The Menlo Park Fire District Hazardous Materials Department responded to the incident and declared a "shelter in place" order at approximately 10:45 PM. The order was lifted when the cylinders were removed from the scene by a hazardous materials disposal contractor at 5:37 AM, February 22, 2002.

The District did not receive any complaints regarding smoke or odors as a result of the vapor release. No injury was reported by responding agencies. No further action is indicated at this time.



