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On April 23, 2002 at approximately 12:00 pm, there was a process upset at the Shell Refinery Sulfur Plant #3 in Martinez. The upset triggered a shut down of the unit and created a white sulfur dioxide plume. The incident was declared over by the Contra Costa Health Services Department at approximately 1:pm.

District staff did not receive any complaints of odor or smoke during this incident. Winds in the area were from the Northwest at approximately five miles per hour.

District staff is reviewing the continuous and ground level monitoring data to determine if there were any excesses of air quality standards.

District staff on April 24, 2002 issued a Notice of Violation to the Shell refinery for an excessive visible emission originating from the Sulfur Plant #3 on April 23, 2002.

The District is continuing their investigation of this incident.
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