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On July 2, 2002 at approximately 6:45 a.m., the Shell Refinery in Martinez had a release of approximately 5 gallons of a concentrated sulfide compound.  The compound is called dimethyl disulfide that is part of the process to restart the hydrocracker unit.  Piping at an injection pump failed and subsequently the pump was shutdown and cleanup began by 7:00 a.m.  The incident was over by 11:00 a.m.

The District received complaints of odor from Martinez and Pacheco.  Winds were westerly at 8 to 12 mph and were blowing toward parts of Martinez and Pacheco.  
The District is reviewing the monitoring data to determine if there were any excesses of air quality standards. 
The investigation is continuing.  
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