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BEFORE THE HEARING BOARD

OF THE
BAY AREA AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of )

)
TESORO REFINERY ) No. 3685

)
For Emergency Variance from Regulation ) ORDER DENYING
9, Rule 9, Section 301.1 and 301.2 (Failure ) EMERGENCY VARIANCE
to Meet Permit Conditions) pertaining to )
Permit Condition #19528 Part 21. )

)

The above-entitled matter, being an Application for Emergency Variance (EV) filed at
5:01p.m. on February 11, 2016, by Tesoro Refinery (Applicant) from the provisions of Regulation
9, Rule 9, Section 301.1 and 301.2 pertaining to Permit Condition #19528, Part 21, which imposes
a NOx limit, and having been considered by the Hearing Board,

THE HEARING BOARD STATES as the reasons for its decision and FINDS:

A. Applicant filed this Application for Variance under the EV procedures, Hearing
Board Rules, Section 2.5, pursuant to Health and Safety Code Sections 42359 and 42359.5, and
the Hearing Board determined that this Application properly could be ruled upon without notice
and hearing. Prior to making this determination, and in accordance with Hearing Board Rules
section 2.5.d.2, the Hearing Board requested and received a response to this Application from the
Executive Officer/Air Pollution Control Officer (APCQ) for the Bay Area Air Quality

Management District (Air District). The response recommended the EV be denied.
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B. The matter involves Applicant's refinery facility located at 150 Solano Way,
Martinez, CA.

£ On February 11, 2016, the failure of a key block valve led to the loss of steam
input, resulting in a failure to fulfill the requirements of Permit Condition #19528, Part 21, by
failing to achieve the required fuel to steam ratio, thereby creating excess NOx formation, which
exceeded the permit limit.

D. A new valve was installed on February 13, 2016.

E. Non-compliance was foreseeable.

F. Applicant's request does not meet the good cause standard for an EV since
Applicant failed to conduct regular and scheduled maintenance on the valve as recommended by

the manufacturer.

THEREFORE, THE HEARING BOARD ORDERS:
The Application for EV from Regulation 9, Rule 9, Section 301.1 and 301.2, pertaining to
Permit Condition #19528, Part 21, is denied since the request does not meet the good cause

standard for issuance of an EV.

DATE: a:«/ots';/ o

Valeric J. Arméto, ésq.

Hearing Board Member
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BEFORE THE HEARING BOARD
OF THE
BAY AREA AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of

TESORO REFINERY No. 3685

For Emergency Variance from Regulation 9, CERTIFICATION OF SERVICE
Rule 9, Section 301.1 and 301.2 (Failure to
Meet Permit Conditions) pertaining to Permit
Condition #19528 Part 21.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
$8.
City and County of San Francisco )

I, Tom Flannigan, do hereby certify under penalty of perjury as follows:

That I am a citizen of the United States, over the age of eighteen years and not a party to the
above entitled action; and that I served a true and correct copy of the attached order denying emergency
variance on

David Chetkowski
Senior Env. Eng.
Tesoro Refinery
150 Solano Way
Martinez, CA 94553

by depositing same in the United States certified mail, return receipt requested, on March 1, 2016.

DATED: March 1, 2016 C Mﬂ/:fjm /; quw-;

( "~ Tom Flannigan
~-lerkof the Boards
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