HAYWARD

CHAMBER of
COMMERCE _ | February 20, 2009

. VIA BLBCTRONIC AND U.5. MATL

Mr, Wayman Lee

Senior Air Quality Engitesr .
Bay Area Air Quality Management District
039 Eilis Streel

San Frangigeo, CA 94109

Re: Draft Amended PSD Permit for Russell City Energy Center

Dear Mr, T.ee:

O hehalf of the Hayward Chamber of Cotirmerce, the Jargest and most broad based business representative in the City of -
Hayward, we urge you to axpeditously approve the provention of significant deterioration (PED) pormite a8 proposed for the

Rugselt City Energy Center (RCEC).

The RCEC has undergene & rigorous public permitting process involving over a dozen local, state and federal ageneies that
evaluated both the public safety and environmental fmpacts of the project. The Califormia Energy Cormmiasion (CEC) issucd a
224.page Decision in 2002 that cuvered 22 separate digsiplings, including air and water quality, biological resourees, noise,
sraffc nnd acethetics, Ultimately the CEC imposed no fewer than 185 Conditions of Certification and concluded that the RCEC
(1} results in no significant unmitigated environmental impacts, and (2) complies with alf the applicable laws, ordinances,
regulations and standards. Also, in 2002 the Hayward City Council voted 9 to 0 in favor of the project and in 2007 your agency
jasued tho project a PSD permit finding that the project Jid not cause o contribute to any significant public health impacts in the
community, Unforfunately, the gerntit was successfully appoaled on an administrative sechnicality delaying the construction of a
rouch necded and valuable infrastructure projest. o

The Chamber appreciates fhe new and thorough “Best Available Control Technology™ (BACT) analysis the Bay Area Adr Quality
Management District (BAAQMD) has conducted on the facllity and we are pleased that it refuts the misperception that RCEC
wilt be using out-of-date technology, The District's revised BACT analysis demonstrates that the factlity wil achicve the
maximuti teductions achievable for all pollstants and duting all pericds of operatiot, including start-up events, which are subject
to the most stringent cirissions limits ever applietl {6 start-up erissions, Additionally, for cirbon divtide, the Distriot's BACT
analysis represents the fitst time that federal ait permit wistld regutate poflutants linked to global watthing, The econnic
betefits of the project are also equally as good. The prnject coistruction will creale overa milkion hours of eofistruction oraft
Jabot in addition to generating $20 to $25 million i sales and vge tax feverue. On an ongoing basis the pijcet will provide
hotween 20 and 25 permancnt and akilled operator attel piant managemienit positiona and an catimdted $4 milliot in annnal
property tax payments. :

The ability of our businesses to proaper and competé ifh e globial economy is linked to our cotmiunity’sa ability to provide
casential infrastructure and services and a clean enivitgitment, The REEC praject proves that we can crente jobs, add to the City’s
tax base, and add needed infrastructure and not af a sost to the ervitonment or piblic health, Fot thesk réasons, the Hayward
Clamber of Cortnerce arges you ko approve as quickly as passible the 3D perinit for the RCEC.

Thank you for your consideration of eur comments. If you should have atty guestiods please contaot e at (5107 247-2041.
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