
 

MEETING NOTES 

 

East Oakland AB 617 Community Steering Committee (CSC) 

Meeting #30 

Date & Time: Thursday, July 10th, 2025, 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm PDT 

 

Facilitator: Darrell Jones, Just Cities(JC) 

Note-taker: JJ Burwell (JC) 

 

Co-Chairs:  

Aiyahnna Johnson, Mr. Charles Reed, and Mykela Patton 

Co-Leads: 

Communities for a Better Environment (CBE) 

Bay Area Air District (Air District) 

 

Location (Hybrid):  

●​ In Person at the Youth UpRising Campus (8711 MacArthur Blvd, Oakland) 

●​ Virtually using Zoom at https://zoom.us/j/98846736960  

 

Website with Meeting Materials and Meeting Video Recording: 

https://www.baaqmd.gov/community-health/community-health-protection-program/east-oak

land-community-emissions-reduction-plan  

 

Meeting Objectives: 

 

CSC members will:  

●​ Receive an overview of the process for reviewing the draft Community Emissions 

Reduction Plan (CERP) and will confirm with Co-leads if they want a printed copy of 

the CSC Draft Plan  

●​ Receive a summary of the community engagement efforts funded by the mini-grants 

and community survey 

●​ Receive an overview of the Compliance & Enforcement Division’s Targeted Inspection 

Program which was presented to the Air District’s Community Equity Health & Justice 

(CEHJ) Committee  

 

 Time  Topic  Transcribed Meeting Minutes/Summary 

6:00 

pm 

Welcome, 

Interpretation, 

Agenda (7 mins; 

6:00-6:07 PM) 

●​ Steering Committee Members Present:  

a.​ Aiyannha Johnson 

b.​ Andrea Pineda 

c.​ Andria Blackmon 

d.​ Ms. Cecilia Cunningham  

e.​ Mr. Charles Reed 

f.​ Cynthia Gutierrez 

g.​ Danny Scott 
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h.​ Erika Pascual 

i.​ Gabrielle Sloane Law 

j.​ Katie Liang 

k.​ Khalilha Haynes 

l.​ Marina Munoz 

m.​Mykela Patton 

n.​ Njeri McGee-Tyner 

o.​ Rebecca Bantum 

p.​ Shamar Theus 

q.​ Tram Nguyen 

r.​ William Crotinger 

●​ The East Oakland Community Emissions Reduction Plan 

Steering Committee Meeting Number 30 commenced with 

introductions and interpretation instructions. Co-Chair 

Mr. Charles Reed outlined the meeting objectives, 

agenda, and participation agreements, reminding the 

attendees of the meeting agreements, such as showing 

mutual respect, ensuring community members’ voices 

are heard, raising your hand in the room or on Zoom, 

etc. Participants introduced themselves in the Zoom 

chat. 

●​ Alicia Parker (Air District) followed with the CSC review 

of the Draft Plan timeline. The full draft Community 

Emissions Reduction Plan (CERP) will be shared with CSC 

members on July 25th. Next, the Plan will be discussed in 

the August CSC meeting, where the Air District will 

review and discuss CSC feedback during September and 

October. No CSC meetings will be held during those 

months. The Public Draft Plan will be released for public 

comment this November, and the Air District will review 

and discuss public feedback this December and January 

2026. The CSC will vote on approving the Plan in early 

2026.  

6:07 

pm 

CSC #29 (May) Recap 

(1 min; 6:07-6:08 pm) ●​ Carly Cabral (CBE) recapped the May CSC #29 meeting. 

The meeting covered a presentation by Air District staff 

on the topics of Illegal Dumping, Urban Greening, and 

Workforce Development. CSC members were supportive 

of having certain actions related to these subjects 

included in the CERP. 

6:08 

pm 

 

AB617 

Announcement 

(16 mins; 6:08-6:24 

PM) 

 

●​ Diana Ruiz, Acting Director of Environmental Justice 

Division (AD), introduced Viet Tran, Deputy Executive 

Officer of Public Affairs, to provide an update on 

proposed state budget cuts to AB 617. Viet shared that 
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the Air District’s Executive Officer, Phillip Fine, sent a 

letter to the Governor and Legislature expressing 

concern regarding the Governor’s proposal to eliminate 

AB 617 funding, and Air District staff briefed all Bay 

Area CSC Co-Chairs on the issue. Viet reported that Air 

District leadership met with state legislators to 

advocate for the program’s continuation. He closed 

with affirming the Air District’s commitment to 

supporting the East Oakland community and the 

broader AB 617 efforts. 

●​ CSC members expressed continued support for the CERP 

process even if funding is cut, and shared appreciation 

for the Air District staff for their advocacy. CSC members 

raised questions about the CSC timeline if budget cuts 

are put into place. 

●​ Darrell Jones (Just Cities) mentioned that a document is 

available to log any further questions about AB 617 

concerns. 

6:24 

pm  

CSC Review Draft 

Plan Comment 

Process 

(13 minutes; 6:24 - 

6:37 pm) 

 

●​ Alicia Parker (AD) walked through the structure of the 

CSC Draft Plan feedback collection. CSC members will 

receive the draft CERP electronically and/or by mail on 

July 25, 2025 along with information about review. She 

emphasized that the current version reflects 18 months 

of community input, multiple rounds of breakout 

sessions, and written comments. Each Focus Area now 

includes objectives, specific actions, responsible 

agencies, timelines, and suggested co-implementation 

partners. 

●​ The CSC review period runs through August 24, 2025 at 

11:59 pm. A special meeting will be held on August 14 to 

discuss the draft, raise questions, and strategize on how 

to frame and pitch the plan to partners and stakeholders. 

●​ Support will be available during the review process. Carly 

Cabral (CBE) is available to assist with technical 

feedback, especially on Commercial & Industrial 

sections. Additional Air District staff are also available 

for questions. 

●​ Alicia shared two ways to submit comments: (1) in the 

body of an email with specific page/paragraph 

references, or (2) in a formal letter outlining feedback in 

detail. Google Docs comments will not be used due to 

the document size. Participants were encouraged to be 

as specific as possible to ensure feedback can be 

addressed clearly. CSC members are compensated up to 4 

hours of review time.  

●​ A member of the public and CSC members raised the 

issue of emissions related to the Oakland Airport being 
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included in the report. Alicia reiterated that such 

comments can be included in the Public Draft Plan 

review process. 

6:37 

pm 

Targeted Inspection 

Program/Policy 

(13 minutes; 6:37 - 

6:50 pm) 

 

 

●​ Dennis Quach (AD) introduced a new Targeted Inspection 

Program currently under development. Designed to 

modernize the Air District’s inspection planning, the 

program will use enforcement data and community input 

to better identify compliance trends and direct resources 

toward overburdened communities, especially within AB 

617 areas. 

●​ The program aims to increase transparency, improve 

efficiency, and prioritize inspections of facilities with 

repeated violations or high complaint volumes. Dennis 

emphasized that the approach will move beyond routine 

inspection cycles by incorporating real-time data and 

community concerns. 

●​ To support broad participation, the Air District is 

exploring tools such as an “air pollution log” and more 

in-person engagement strategies. The program is being 

piloted in Bayview–Hunters Point and is expected to 

launch district-wide in early 2026. 

●​ CSC members raised questions about the program’s 

funding and whether it’s reliant on AB 617. Dennis and 

Joseph Palmer (AD) clarified that the program is part of a 

broader agency improvement effort and is not a large 

financial burden; it is not reliant on AB 617. It is 

currently operating without external grants and is 

primarily funded through general and permit fee 

revenues. 

6:50 

pm 

Break (10 mins, 

6:50-7:00 pm) 

 

7:00 

pm 

Community Emissions 

Reduction Plan 

(CERP) Outreach 

Mini-Grant Project 

Report-Outs 

(42 mins, 7:00-7:42 

pm) 

 

●​ Jenn Ferreira (AD) provided an overview of the CERP 

Outreach Mini-Grant program, which was awarded to four 

East Oakland Community-Based Organizations.  

●​ Higher Ground: Amber Blackwell shared highlights from 

Higher Ground’s intergenerational outreach campaign, 

focused on educating East Oakland youth and families 

about air pollution and AB 617. Elementary students 

created illustrated flyers after learning about local 

pollution sources, including at Brookfield Elementary, 

which had previously participated in a nationwide air 

monitoring study. Lessons included civic engagement, 

flyer design, and pollution reduction strategies.Outreach 
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included canvasing at schools and communities, 

dual-language presentations, and surveys. 

●​ RECESS FUN, INC: CSC Member Njeri McGee-Tyner 

described RECESS FUN’s youth- and community-centered 

approach, re-engaging 20 participants from a prior 

mapping project. They hosted 7 events, including a 

youth-led environmental justice rally, high school events, 

and community events, reaching over 200 participants 

and collecting 150 CERP-focused community surveys. 

●​ Sequoia Foundation: Rose Paratore reported on Sequoia 

Foundation’s outreach across OUSD schools and public 

libraries. Their team conducted tabling at six campuses 

and presented in classrooms, including at Castlemont 

High School’s Public Health Pathway. Roughly 70% of their 

tabling engagement was with Spanish speakers. They 

engaged over 200 people and collected 170 CERP-focused 

community surveys Their outreach emphasized direct 

conversations about AB 617 and the CERP process. While 

some participants didn’t initially connect policy to 

personal impacts, they expressed gratitude for being 

engaged. 

●​ Jenn Ferreira (AD) shared results from the CERP 

community survey, which received about 400 responses. 

Around 86% of respondents had not heard of CERP 

before, indicating that outreach efforts successfully 

reached new audiences. Most participants lived in or 

near the CERP area. All 10 draft strategies in the survey 

received strong support, with 90% agreeing they 

effectively address air pollution in East Oakland. 

●​ Mykela Patton (Co-Chair) asked if the Air District or 

grantee Community-Based Organizations will be doing 

any follow-up with survey respondents. Jenn responded 

that the survey was anonymous unless the participants 

disclosed; those who opted-in were added to the CSC 

meeting invites by Just Cities and signed up to be 

notified about the public workshop to review the Draft 

CERP. CSC members asked if any pictures were taken to 

highlight work completed.  

●​ Mr. Charles Reed (Co-Chair) thanked the organizations for 

building engagement. He mentioned Lifers Leaving a 

Legacy is hosting free training for hand-held air monitors 

at East Oakland Boxing Association on Tuesday, July 15th. 

●​ Aiyahnna Johnson (Co-Chair) acknowledged funding 

issues at the state level but highlighted the efforts of 

community-based projects and their impacts.  

●​ A CSC member suggested more opportunities for young 

people to learn about clean air and ways to get involved, 

if funding allows. 

●​ Carly Cabral (CBE) mentioned CBE and the Air District are 
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hosting an event on Saturday, July 12th, from 11 am to 1 

pm at the 81st Library to see the Air District’s 

Meteorology & Measurements mobile monitoring van. 

7:43 

pm 

Next Steps in 

Preparation for 

August’s CSC 

meeting (2 min, 

7:43-7:45 pm) 

●​ Alicia Parker (AD) reiterated that the Draft Plan will be 

shared with CSC members on July 25, 2025 via email or 

physical mailbox. Carly Cabral (CBE) is available to 

support reviewing the plan. Yami Henry (AD) requested 

CSC members to respond to an email sent on July 3, 2025 

to confirm electronic or hard-copy delivery of the plan. 

The default is to mail the plan to the members’ 

addresses on file. 

●​ A CSC member mentioned that the MLK Rally Committee 

is giving out backpacks on July 19th at Verdese Carter 

Park. 

7:45 

pm 

Next Steps & Close 

Out (15 min, 

7:45-8:00 pm) 

●​ Mykela Patton (Co-Chair) encouraged attendees to 

complete the post-meeting evaluation form. The next 

CSC meeting is a Work Session on August 14, 2025 and is 

fully virtual from 6 - 8 PM. 

●​ A CSC member noted that because issues around AB 617 

funding were brought up before a presentation about an 

Air District program, it raised questions about the 

program’s funding, and overall, more transparency in the 

Air District’s communication regarding funding would be 

helpful. The Air District clarified that an email from Yami 

provides additional details for clarification. A CSC 

member raised a request for the Air District to clarify 

and keep their communication concise. 

●​ Joseph Palmer (AD) clarified, once again, that the 

Targeted Inspection Program/Policy would not be 

affected by AB 617 funding cuts. He noted that 

community input is key to the program. 

●​ Mykela Patton (Co-Chair) suggested a one-pager to 

highlight the Targeted Inspection Program/Policy and a 

refresher on other community incentive programs hosted 

by the Air District. 

●​ Diana Ruiz (AD) clarified that AB 617 funding comes from 

the Cap-and-Trade program, which is unique to 

California. She added there is a5-minute update 

available from the Air District Board. 

●​ Mykela Patton (Co-Chair) reminded attendees that there 

is a meeting on July 18th open to all CSC members only 

for a discussion around AB 617 funding. She asked 

participants to complete the post-meeting survey. The 

CSC is meeting on August 14th for a Work Session for CSC 
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members only to review the administrative draft of the 

plan, and CSC members are encouraged to review the 

Draft Plan and book time with Carly (CBE) and Aneesh 

Rana (AD) to review the Plan. 
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