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Introduction and Background

• Spare the Air Resource Teams – 26 Years of Local 
Action

➢ 9 Teams

➢ Variety of local projects

➢ Idle Free idea catches on! 
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Contra Costa County 
Resource Team
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Napa Valley Clean Air Coalition
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Sonoma County Resource Team
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Tri-Valley Resource Team 
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Other Teams Planning 
Idle Free Projects

• San Francisco, San Jose Green Vision, San 
Mateo, Santa Clara, and Southern Alameda
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Why Address Idling?

• 3 billion gallons of fuel wasted (US)

• 30 million tons of CO2 every year (US)

• 3.7 million tons of CO2 in California alone

• Eliminating idling would equal 5 million 
vehicles off the road (US)

• Idling emissions contribute to cancer, heart 
conditions, and can exacerbate asthma
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The Birth of a Campaign

https://idlefreebayarea.org
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The Campaign Grows

Movie Theater Ads
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The Campaign Continues
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Pittsburg Unified

Pittsburg Unified School District and City of Pittsburg
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Alhambra High School
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Alhambra High School
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Alhambra High School
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Alhambra High School
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Alhambra High School
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Alhambra High School
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Alhambra High School
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Questions? Suggestions?

Thank You!



Fiscal Year Ending (FYE) 2018 

James Cary Smith Community 

Grant Program Guidelines

David Ralston
Community Engagement Manager

September 25, 2017

Public Engagement Committee
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Community Grant Program Background

• Community Grant Program Piloted in 2009

• Community Grant Program Highlighted as a Key Way to 

Encourage Public Participation Plan – 2013

• Program Reauthorized in 2015

• Two Prior Cycles of Community Grants Have Been Undertaken 

(FYE 2016, FYE 2017)
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FYE 2016 the Air District 

Funded Projects Around: 

Education and Engagement –

• Increased environmental literacy with multi-

media school-based curriculum & community 

engagement on climate change, air quality 

impacts/respiratory health and encouraging 

Spare the Air behavior changes;

Air Pollution Mitigation –

• Conducted tree planting, air bio-filter 

installations; free-bicycle distribution;

Community-Base Participatory Research –

• Engaged in neighborhood air quality and VMT 

CO2 calculations and mapping assessments;

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CQ-C06Rl98c
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FYE 2017 the Air District is 

Funding Projects Around: 

• Community-Based Participatory Research 

Science Grants/ “Community Science” and In-

Classroom Teacher (small) Grants 

Funded activities include:

• Community air studies; 

• Hidden hazard mappings; 

• School air sensor curriculum projects; 

• Local traffic/idling reduction emission 

measurement project; 

• Schoolyard vegetative buffer projects. 

These projects are based in San Leandro, East Palo 

Alto, East Oakland, East San Jose, Richmond, 

Bayview Hunters Point, American Canyon and 

Pittsburg.
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FYE 2018 Community Grant Program Elements

• Conduct a Region-wide call for all Community Grant categories:

– Engagement and Education

– Local Air Pollution Mitigation Projects

– Community-Based Participatory Research/”Community Science”

• Grant award limits at $25,000 to allow more varied projects to be 

funded (12-15 month duration);

• Continue Second-Phases for Community Science Grants (if 

applicable) 

• Expand In-Classroom Teacher Support Grants (up to $1,000 per 

grant)

• As always: Emphasize partnerships, visible local engagement, 

leadership and learning.
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Proposed Timeline

Dates Milestone

September–October 2017 Present Community Grant Program Guidelines to Air District 
Board of Directors 

October 23, 2017 Release grant guidelines and start formal outreach campaign

December 1, 2017 Deadline for Air District receipt of Community Grant applications

December 31, 2017 Selection and notification of grantees 

January-May 2018 Execute agreements

June 30, 2019 Deadline to expend funds and complete projects 
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Recommendation

• Recommend that the Board of Directors approve 

the FYE 2018 Community Grant Program 

Guidelines



Summary of 2017 
Spare the Air Season

Public Engagement Committee Meeting
September 25, 2017

Kristine Roselius, Air Quality Program Manager
Communications
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• Launched in 2016; 
adapted & expanded 
for 2017 

• Focus on carpooling

• Meet Bob TV

• Andy Washburn TV

Advertising

Slide 2

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=whQ41pXi4hU&spfreload=5
https://youtu.be/pJ7yQKgoIK0


Campaign Highlights
• TV, radio, print, online, mobile, 

outdoor and in-stadium ads in 
6 languages

• Updated BayAreaCommuteTips.org 

• 15 million+ online & mobile 
advertising impressions

• Continued partnership with 511 and 
the rideshare apps to cross-
promote carpooling
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Campaign Highlights

• Wrapped four Oakland 
Broadway Shuttle 
buses

• Partnered with Capitol 
Corridor

• @ 75+ Bay Area events

• Bike outreach in 35 
communities
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• Spare the Air Alert posts gained largest 
impressions

• Social media impressions 

– Twitter: 337,663

– Facebook: 262,164

– Instagram: 9,927

• Social Media Followers:

– Twitter: 10,794

– Instagram: 839

– Facebook: 15,851 likes/followers

Social Media

Slide 5



Social Media

• Partnered with companies 
and other agencies

• Launched creative 
campaigns to drive 
engagement
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Media Relations
• Called 14 Spare the Air 

alerts

• Held casual carpool & 
anti-idling press events 

• Back to school carpool 
event at Redwood HS in 
Larkspur

• Currently working with 
CHP and MTC to 
promote carpool 

9/7/17, 3(10 PMRecord- set t ing temperatures expected to hit  Bay Area Sunday

Page 1 of  4ht tp:/ /www.mercurynews.com/2017/08 /26/excessive- heat- ant icipated- sunday- monday- in- much- of- bay- area- air- qualit y- advisory- issued/

News

‘Excessive’ heat

anticipated Sunday,

Monday in much of Bay

Area; air quality

advisory issued

Isaiah Su, 5, of Sunnyvale, keeps cool at the Civic
Center fountains in Cupertino, California, in this
file photo from June 19, 2017. The National
Weather Service issued a heat advisory for much
of the Bay Area Sunday. (Gary Reyes/ Bay Area
News Group)

By ERIN BALDASSARI |

ebaldassari@bayareanewsgroup.com | Bay Area News

Group

PUBLISHED: August 26, 2017 at 9:16 pm | UPDATED: August 27, 2017
at 3:21 am
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Employer Program
• Working with 511 to promote 

commute alternatives

• Hosted employer focus groups 

• Expanding website content

• Carpool Now events: 

– Santa Clara University 

– County of Sonoma

– County of Marin 

– Ariat/Abaxis

– Workday
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Research

• Recall of Spare the Air mentions from news up 
significantly - from 61% to 83%

• 52% carpooled in the week prior to the survey.

• Motivated by saving time/avoiding traffic

• 10,570,275 VMT per 
week reduced
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Update on the 2017/2018 
Winter Spare the Air Season 

Outreach Program

Public Engagement Committee

September 25, 2017

Lisa Fasano, Communications Officer
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Outreach

• Continue to use strong 
messaging and visuals 

– Media relations

– Social media

– Grassroots outreach

– Door to Door outreach

– Advertising & new 
media

• Continue to emphasize 
health effects of wood 
burning

• Focus on both indoor 
and outdoor air quality 
impacts

• Targeted ‘hot spot’ 
outreach

Slide 2



Advertising

• Continue to emphasize health 
effects of wood burning

• Focus on the poor air quality 
taking place both indoors and 
outdoors

• Targeted ‘hot spot’ outreach

• New TV spot featuring 
cigarette ‘logs’ in fireplace 
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Multicultural Advertising
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SpareTheAirNow.org
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Door-to-Door Outreach

• Outreach will take place in 5-6 
cities throughout the Bay Area

• All survey respondents will be 
given a $5 Peet’s Coffee or Safeway 
gift card

Slide 8



Media Outreach

• Same ambiance, different 
look/actions

• Surprising health impacts to 
young adults 

• Best practices for a healthy 
winter house

• Multicultural briefings and 
outreach
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Social Media

• Continue to use social media to educate 
residents about the benefits of not burning

• Leverage social media to support marketing, 
advertising, and PR efforts

• Post images of unused decorated fireplaces on 
“Wordless Wednesday” & Spare the Air Alerts
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Research

• True North Research will conduct season-long 
surveys in English, Chinese and Spanish

• FM3 Research will conduct focus groups among 
wood burners

Slide 11
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