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1. The Urban Heat Island 
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Hot townτsummer in the city 

a summer urban heat island 
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What makes cities warm? 

 {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘƻΣ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ όҒ м ƪƳ2) 

One reason: 
 many dark surfaces. 
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Cool strategies include roofs, 
pavements, treesτand soon walls 
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2. Identifying Urban Heat Islands 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture's 
National Agriculture Imagery Program 

collects high-resolution images 
in blue, green, red, and near-infrared 
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How reflective are California's roofs? 



the images 

their bands 
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the solar spectrum 
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lab-tested 
roofing 
products 
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