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• Recap previous meetings and work products
• Connect that arc to where we are today

Overview and Purpose

OCTOBER 6, 2025
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• The Air District and the Ralph M. Brown Act
• The Air District’s policy and regulatory toolkit
• Selected References on Cumulative Impacts (first draft)
• Initial discussion of key focusing decisions
• Initial interest in engaging with Community Advisory Council
• Suggestions for briefings on Air District policies and programs
• Beginnings of a work plan

March 2024: Introduction and Orientation
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Review and discussion of Selected References
• Conceptual frameworks for addressing cumulative impacts
• Combining sources and forms of evidence and understanding
• Defining, scoping, and considering opportunities for new work
• Prioritization of issues/dimensions (e.g., multi-pollutant mixtures)
• Need to focus on influencing specific policy actions

July 2024: Establishing Foundations
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Review and discussion of programs in other states
• Legislative action; applicability; indicators for overburdened communities; 

public notice and participation

Council discussion
• Non-compliance: as an indicator; psychological toll; as a policy factor
• Scope of inputs to place-based scoring/screening tools 
• Community participation in benefit agreements, assessments, decisions

July 2024: Establishing Foundations (cont.)

OCTOBER 6, 2025



ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING• 6

Key Interim Findings
• Plain-language statement
• Some communities more vulnerable; multiple stressors and synergisms
• Science-based policy changes are justified, even while work remains
• Need to co-develop new methods; can be simplified in specific contexts

https://www.baaqmd.gov/en/about-the-air-district/advisory-council/reports

July 2024: Establishing Foundations (cont.)
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1 California Environmental Quality Act
2 Particulate matter
3 Environmental Benefits Mapping and Analysis Program, Community Edition

Review of key aspects of Air District policy and programs
• Air quality planning: regional approach vs community-focused
• CEQA1 guidance: Board-approved thresholds; local PM2; air toxics
• Permits for new & modified sources; regulation of existing facilities

Review of tools in use by Air District
• CalEnviroScreen: Place-based designations support programs & rules
• BenMAP-CE3: Regional modeling of health impacts from criteria pollutants

September 2024: Locating Potential
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Council discussion
• Potential in Rule 11-18 and/or OEHHA1 method updates
• CEQA: practical weight; episodic exposures at local/project scale
• Weighting of offsets based on location
• Performance standards varying with local conditions
• Accounting for synergistic effects within air toxics (or heat & PM)

September 2024: Locating Potential (cont.)

OCTOBER 6, 2025

1 Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment
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Council discussion (cont.)
• Leveraging CalEnviroScreen more broadly at the Air District
• Extensions to BenMAP-CE
• Air toxics updates coming; need not be on critical path
• Requests for additional briefings

Ad hoc subcommittee established by Advisory Council Chair

September 2024: Locating Potential (cont.)
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Connecting to national dialogue and strategic planning
• National Academies project on cumulative impact assessment (state-of-

the-science, future directions)
• Dr. William Boyd (University of California, Los Angeles): historical 

perspective on risk assessment
• Air District 2024–2029 Strategic Plan, centering environmental justice

October 2024: Alignment & Direction
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Council discussion
• Hazard, exposure, and risk-based approaches
• Community perspectives and input
• Legal and policy dimensions

Setting direction for further Advisory Council work
• Received and discussed Draft Workplan Outline
• Ad hoc charged with developing a Draft Workplan

October 2024: Alignment & Direction (cont.)
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For more information:
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David Holstius, PhD | Senior Advanced Projects Advisor
dholstius@baaqmd.gov

Advisory Council website:
https://www.baaqmd.gov/about-the-air-district/advisory-council

Questions & Discussion

OCTOBER 6, 2025
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