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Provide Meaningful Agency
Support to Advance
Environmental Justice

The Air District can support the health and well-being of communities by re-
80% envisioning its mission through the lens of equity and environmental justice. A
S strong vision that is actively supported by leadership must focus on achieving fair
W and equitable outcomes of clean air for everyone, as well as striving to eliminate
disproportionate harm caused by current and long-standing legacy pollution.

Effective enforcement of stricter rules is a key area where the Air District can make great strides in
advancing environmental justice. Communities especially want more transparency and accountability
in how the district holds violators accountable. Communities also want greater transparency in how
the district works with other private entities and state and municipal agencies to enforce air quality
regulations.

In order to provide meaningful support, the Air District will need to dedicate more resources and
funding for air quality management approaches that recognize and reduce disparities in local air
pollution. This investment to advance environmental justice will enable the Air District to become a
more inclusive, accountable, effective, and community-oriented organization.

The Environmental Justice Policy Ad Hoc Committee emphasized budget allocations, meaningful

Charting a New Course Toward Environmental Justice A -
community participation, and enhanced enforcement and transparency around the permitting process
at the Bay Area Air Quality Management District as some of the critical ways the Air District could provide meaningful agency support.

From the Community Advisory
Council of the Bay Area Air

“INe need to take advantage
of the strength of the
community ... they are
always there. Include them

Quality Management District

November 2024

in community-engaged
monitoring and community-
engaged enforcement.”

'u-’z BAY AREA AIR QUALITY O e : : - P e st
& MANAGEMENT DISTRICT i ol st ey SRR,

Bay Area Air Quality Management District: A Call to Action 20
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Folicy Ad Hoc Committee would like the Air District
to work with Environmental Justice communities in

g e Reflections from
These Environmental Justice Priorities serve as a the E nVi ronme ntal
call to action for the Air District, and are detailed J LIStice PO licy Ad

in Chapter 2. The Environmental Justice Priorities

are intended to guide the agency to advance and Hoc co m mitte e

address environmental justice within all aspects

of the Agency's operations. They identify the Me 11! be rs

conditions needed for the Air District to be an o . . BAY AREA
effective partner with frontline environmental justice The way in which Staﬁ showed up AIR OiJALITY
communities who are most affected by air pollution in this planning process showed a

to improve air quality and overall environmental level of commitment and gave me a MANAGEMENT
justice outcomes level of assurance that they want to
listen. | see that being an outcome
that really contributed to where we
are right now. One way to rebuild
trust is presence, and | think that
the mere presence of folks in the
meetings has been a success. And as
a result, we now have this beautiful
working action plan. I can’t discount

DTS TRIGET

%ﬂ
4

the way staff interacted, and s - - Enforcement)

also the way that the Community
Advisory Council has interacted
with staff. Because that’s hard to

- » . x
do right? . Engage Environmenta

—Joy Massey i e [ ustice Communities

Jose Selis

Credit: Ken Szutu
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https://gis.carb.arb.ca.gov/portal/apps/experiencebuilder/experience/?id=6b4b15f8c6514733972cabdda3108348
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https://www.baaqmd.gov/~/media/files/strategic-plan/draft_sm_air-district-strategic-plan-pdf.pdf?rev=1440762749a04a149810bef8bb4ccce5&sc_lang=en
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Meredith Bauer{&+
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Alexander “Sandy” Crockett
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