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In the Matter of the Application of

CHEVRON PRODUCTS COMPANY

For a Variance fi'om Regulation 2, Rule l,
Section 30T ancl Regulation 2, Rule 6,

Section 307, insofar as thel' recluire

compliance with (i) Condition No. 15698,

Part l, ancl Tables ILB and IV-C.3.1 of the

Refirrery's Major Facility Reviev¿ Permit;
and (ii) Standard Condition I.8.2 of the

Refinery's Major Facility Review Perrnit,

insofar as it requires compliauce with
Condition No. 1569E, Pafi l, and Tal¡les

II.B. and IV-C.3.1 of the Refinery's Major
Facility Review Pelmit.

FILËD
JUL 1 6 2OOB

HEARiIlG BOABD
BAY AREA AIF OUALITY

MANAG ElvlEf'lT DISTRICT

No 3558

ORDER GRANTING
EMERGENCY VARIANCE

BEFORE rHE HEARTNG BOARD .*,'i-ñilîi3i"*o
oF THE B?I{91¡,'1gyqr,.tv

BAy AREA AIR euALITy MANAGEMENT DISTRICTManasement 
Distriit

STATE OF CALIFOfu\IA

The above-entitlecl matter, being an Application for Variance fror¡ the provisions of

Regulation 2, Rule i, Section 307 ancl Regulation 2, Rule 6, Section 307, irlsotàr as they require

compliance with (i) Condition No. 15698, Parl 1, and Tables II.B and IV-C.3. I of the Refinery's

Major Facility Review Permit; and (ii) Standard Condition I.8.2 of the Refttrery's Major Facility

Review Permit, insofar as it requires compliance with Condition No. 15698, Part l, aird Tables

II.B. ancl IV-C.3.1 of the Refìnery's Major Facility Review Permìt, having been filecl at 5:00 p.m.

orr Jrrly 9,2008, and having been considered by the Hearing Board:

TI-m FIEARING BOARD STATES as the reasol)s for its decision and FINDS as to

those rnattels in which findings are required:

l. Applicant filed this Application lor Variance under the Ernergency Variance
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procedures, Hearing Boarcl Rules, Section 2.5. Pu¡suant to Health and Safety Code Sections

42359 anr|42359.5, the Hearing Board cletermined that this Application properly could be ruled

upon without notice and hearing. Pl'ior to making this determinatiott, and in accordance with

Hearing Boa¡d R¿¡les Secti on 2.5.d.2, the HearÌng Board requested and teceivecl a response to this

Application from the Air Pollution Control Officer. That respotìse recomrnendecl the Emergettcy

Variance be grantecl.

2. Apytlicant operates an oil refinery at84l Chevron Way, Richrnond, CA 94802'

The sulrject of this Emergency Variance are water scrubbers A-0261 and A0-0262 which are used

to abate methanol ernissions froln the hydrogen plant de-aeratot vents. The scrubbing process

requir-es the use of v¿ater that is provided entireþ by East Bay lvh-uricìpal Utility District (EBMLID).

The ternperature of the washwater, at the point it eiìtÈrs the plant, is rnouitored. Wlien tlte

tempeíature reaches 80 degrees Fahrenheit, an alarm is activated.

3. On Tuesclay, July 8, 2008, the alarm was activated, and Applicant became aware

that the temperatule of the washwater it was receiving frorn EBMUD was at or above 80 degrees

Fahl'enheit. Applicant d.eterrninetl that the temperatule exceedançe at scrubbers A-0261 and A-

A262 wes due to the elevated temperatllre of the washwater supplied by EMBUD' Indeed, the

ternperature of such water', as receive<l fi'oni EBMUD, was as high as 82 degrees Fahrenheit on

July 8, 2008.

4. Applica¡t c{iscussecl the situation with EBIvfLID and has beeu advised that the

elevatecl ternperature of the EBMTID r,vashwater is a fi.urction of the r"rnusttally high ambient

temperatr¡res in the Bay Area ancl lo'r¡,watet levels in EBMTID reservoirs. Since alnbient

temperatures are expectecl to remain high for al least a fler,v mot'e days, aud because Applicant has

no control over the temperature of the v/ater it receives fi'onl EBMi.JD, applicant applied for an

emergency varialrce

5. This Varia¡ce will pot cause injury, detriruent, nuisatice, or an!lo)'allce to any

co¡siderable number of persons ol to the public, or endauger the comfort, repose, health or safety
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of any such persons or the pr-rblic, or cause or have a natrual tencfency to cause injury or damage to

business or propeüy.

THEREFORE, TTæ FæARING BOARD ORDERS:

A Variance from the provisions of Regulation 2, Rule l, Section 30T arÅ Regurlation

2, Rule 6, Section 307, insofar as fhey require compliance with (i) Condition No. 15698, Paff l,

and Tables II.B and IV-C.3.1 of the Refinery's Major Facility Review Permit; and (ii) Standarcl

Conditjon I.8.2 of the Refinery's Major Facility Review Permit, insofar as it requires compliance

with Concfition No. 15698, Part l, ancl Tables II.B. and tV-C.3.1 of the Refiuety's Major Facility

Review Permit, be and is hereby grantecl frorn July 9, 2008 to and inclucling Augurst 7,2008, based

on the following conditions:

l. if a washwater iemperatut'e exceec'lance at scmbbers A-02ó | attd A-A262 ocours dr-rring

the Ernergency Variauce period (requested through August 1,2008), the applicant will report to

their District inspectol v¿ithin 24 hours.

2. Applicant shall report total excess lbs. nlethanol (if any) for the entire variance period to

the District Inspector within one week of the end of the variance.

3, If fhe washrvater tenìper'ature exceeclauce for scrubbers A-0261 and A-0262 continues

beyoncl the Emergency Variance period, the applicant would ¡iee<l to fìle for a sholt-telm or regular

variance and atte¡lcl a variance hearing in order to receive contitiued relietì

DATED: July 16,2008


