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HEARING BASD
BEFORE THE HEARING BOARD a1 DS
OF THE
BAY AREA AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of Docket No.: 3745

Silicon Valley Clean Water ORDER GRANTING OR DENYING
EMERGENCY VARIANCE

Permit Condition #26966. Parts 1. 3. 5: and

Regulation 2, Rule 1. Section 307: and

)
)
)
)
- - '
For Emergency Variance from Air District )
)
)
Regulation 9, Rule 2. Section 301 ;

The above-entitled matter, being an Application for Emergency Variance (EV) from the
provisions of Air District Permit Condition #26966, Parts 1. 3. 3: Regulation 2, rule 1, Section

307: and Regulation 9. Rule 2. Section 301. was filed on September 28, 2023, after initial

contact by telephone at September 25, 2023, and having been considered by the Hearing Board,

THE HEARING BOARD STATES as the reasons for its decision and FINDS as to those
matters in which findings are required:

A. Applicant filed an application under the EV procedures, Hearing Board Rules,
Section 2.5. Pursuant to Health and Safety Code Sections 42359 and 42359.5. and the Hearing
Board determined that this Application properly could be ruled upon without notice and
hearing. Prior to making this determination, and in accordance with Hearing Board Rules
Section 2.5.d.2. the Hearing Board requested and received a response to this Application from
the Executive Officer/Air Pollution Control Officer for the Bay Area Air Quality Management
District (Air District). The Air District staff response recommended the Application for EV be
granted.

B.  Applicant owns and operates a wastewater treatment plant within Redwood City.

The applicant provides wastewater treatment for Belmont, Redwood City, San
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Carlos and the Westbay Sanitary District.

G Applicant expenienced a catastrophic failure of Fan #1 on Scrubber A-23. The
backup fan for this piece of equipment was subsequently turned ofY due to safety concerns. The
applicant took immediate responsive and precautionary actions to address the equipment
failure. The applicant had the vendor'manufacturer onsite to assess the situation and review
equipment safety. There was a 1-hour instance of unabated emissions during this event.

D. The applicant is seeking relief from : Air District Regulations: ATC No. 29273,
Condition No. 26966, Parts 1. 3. and 5; BAAQMD Reg 2-1-307. Failure to Meet Permit
Conditions; and BAAQMD Reg 9-2-301, Limitations on Hydrogen Sulfide.

B Applicant requested an emergency variance period of September 25,2023 to
October 24, 2023.

B The Board finds that the failure of Fan #1 was not due to operator error or lack
of proper maintenance, and was an unforeseen emergency.

G. The Applicant does meet the good cause standard for issuance of an EV.

THEREFORE, THE HEARING BOARD ORDERS:

An Emergency Variance from Air District Regulations: ATC No. 29273, Condition No. 26966,
Parts 1. 3. and 5: BAAQMD Reg 2-1-307, Failure to Meet Permit Conditions: and BAAQMD
Reg 9-2-301. Limitations on Hydrogen Sulfide is hereby granted from September 25, 2023 at
12:00 AM to October 24, 2023 and 11:59 PM. However Permit Conditions #26966, Sections 3
and 5 remain in effect and enforceable during the variance period when A23 and blower fan #2

are operational.

7 ) res
£ WW October 12, 2023

YAmelia Timbers
Hearing Board Member Date
Bay Area Air Quality Management District

ORDER GRANTING OR DENYING EMERGENCY VARIANCE
Page 2




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

BEFORE THE HEARING BOARD
OF THE
BAY AREA AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of Docket No.: 3745

Silicon Valley Clean Water CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

For Emergency Variance from Air District
Permit Conditions #26966, Parts 1, 3, & 5;
Regulation 2, Rule 1, Section 307; and F|LED
Regulation 9, Rule 2, Section 301
0CT 17 2023

1L ARING BASD
BAY AREA AR USRI
MANAGEMENT pmﬂ

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
SS.
City and County of San Francisco )

I, Marcy Hiratzka, do hereby certify under penalty of perjury as follows:

That | am a citizen of the United States, over the age of eighteen years and not a party to the
above-entitled action; that | served a true copy of the attached Order Granting Emergency
Variance on:

Benjamin Padua Jr. Arvind Aklea
Silicon Valley Clean Water Silicon Valley Clean Water
bpaduajr@svcw.org aaklea@svcw.org

by depositing same via email on October 17, 2023 and on:

Alexander Crockett Esq., District Counsel
Bay Area Air Quality Management District
acrockett@baagmd.gov

via email on October 17, 2023
DATED: October 17, 2023

Marcy Hiratzka
Clerk of the Boards

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
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