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NEWS RELEASE 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 12, 2021 
CONTACT: Kristine Roselius, 415.519.5419 
 
Air District releases AB&I Foundry draft health risk 
assessment  
Facility to reduce health risks under the nation’s most health-protective toxic air pollution rule 
 
SAN FRANCISCO – The Bay Area Air Quality Management District today announced the release of 
the draft health risk assessment for the AB&I Foundry which is designed to identify and reduce health 
risks resulting from the facility’s emissions. 
 
The draft health risk assessment, required by Air District Rule 11-18, indicates that emissions from 
the AB&I Foundry in East Oakland pose an elevated health risk that requires the facility to submit a 
risk reduction plan to the Air District and to implement measures to reduce air pollution exposure to 
the surrounding community. 
 
“This health risk assessment is a critical step towards understanding and controlling toxic air 
emissions and protecting the health of a community that has historically experienced high exposures 
to air pollution,” said Jack Broadbent, executive officer of the Air District. “The Air District remains 
committed to delivering clean air for the Bay Area’s most vulnerable residents and will continue to 
fight for breathing equity.” 
 
Under Rule 11-18, Reduction of Risk from Air Toxic Emissions at Existing Facilities, existing facilities 
are required to take all necessary measures to reduce health and cancer risks resulting from their 
operations. Adopted in 2017, Rule 11-18 is the most health-protective toxic air pollution risk control 
measure in the nation. 
 
The public will have 60 days to review and provide input on the health risk assessment. Air District 
staff will respond to all comments before finalizing the report. The health risk assessment and staff 
contact information is available at: 
https://www.baaqmd.gov/community-health/facility-risk-reduction-program/facility-risk-reduction-list.
 
Rule 11-18 was developed to ensure that emissions of toxic air pollutants from existing facilities do 
not pose an unacceptable health risk to communities. The Air District assesses local health risk using 
models that incorporate cutting-edge science from the State of California’s Office of Environmental 
Health Hazard Assessment on the impacts of toxic air pollution on people living and working nearby. 
 
The AB&I Foundry was last inspected on September 3, 2020, and was found to be in compliance 
with its current permit conditions. The facility has begun implementing improvements to reduce air 
pollution impacts and minimize odors. 
 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.baaqmd.gov%2Fcommunity-health%2Ffacility-risk-reduction-program%2Ffacility-risk-reduction-list&data=02%7C01%7C%7C77938cca9ddb49e91c9d08d7f5e7cc43%7C855defaabdae4e6281e53bb7aa04fc3a%7C0%7C0%7C637248248225727500&sdata=Y1glFhbTLlC1y0q7iYahYOeE%2F9JoS97Ezm5wF5CemNk%3D&reserved=0
http://www.baaqmd.gov
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East Oakland is also one of several communities slated for additional actions to improve air quality 
under the AB 617 program, which directs local air districts to work with heavily impacted communities 
on emission reduction programs and/or air quality monitoring campaigns. This community has higher 
levels of environmental exposures and more significant health burdens compared to other parts of 
the Bay Area. Building partnerships and developing a shared understanding of local air quality 
issues, combined with lessons learned from the development of the West Oakland community 
emissions reduction plan, will provide a strong foundation for improving air quality and health in East 
Oakland. 
 
The Bay Area Air Quality Management District is the regional agency responsible for protecting air 
quality in the nine-county Bay Area. Connect with the Air District via Twitter, Facebook and YouTube. 
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