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Air District highlights Bay Area leadership and global
collaboration at COP30

Air District leadership shares how local action can drive climate protection and equity
strategies

SAN FRANCISCO - The Bay Area Air District showcased the Bay Area’s leadership in clean
air, climate innovation, and equity at the United Nations Climate Change Conference or COP30,
held in Belém, Brazil from November 10 through November 21. During a virtual media availability
on November 13, Air District leadership reflected on the importance of local and regional action
to drive global climate progress.

At COP30, Air District representatives joined sub-national and regional leaders to discuss
climate finance, adaptation, and community-driven policy. The Air District emphasized its work
in placing equity at the center of climate action, ensuring that the communities most affected by
air pollution shape the policies that deliver lasting benefits.

“I'm honored to attend COP30 representing the Bay Area and Sonoma County, where our
communities have experienced severe climate impacts from drought to wildfires to rising sea
levels,” said Air District Board Chair Lynda Hopkins. “Climate policy must be built with people,
not just for them, and that starts with listening to those most affected. That's why we’re here: to
show how local governments can lead with science, equity and community-rooted action to
turn global ambition into real progress at the local level.”

“COP30 is where the urgency of climate action meets the power of collaboration. The Bay
Area’s approach to climate protection is grounded in equity, innovation, and deep community
partnerships, and offers a compelling model for how regional agencies can lead,” said Air
District Board Vice Chair Vicki Veenker. “I'm here to exchange ideas and elevate the voices of
those most impacted, because climate resilience must be built across borders and with
communities at the center.”

“COP30 marks a critical moment for climate leadership. While national priorities are moving in
the wrong direction, local leadership remains the constant, the place where ambition meets
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action,” said Dr. Philip Fine, Executive Officer of the Air District. “The Air District is proud to
showcase our model for air quality and climate protection and to learn from global peers on
everything from climate finance to health equity. Strengthening partnerships at every level is
critical to advancing our shared vision for clean air and a healthy, resilient future.”

The Air District’'s participation reaffirmed that local action drives global impact and that
cooperation across borders is essential to creating cleaner air and a healthier planet for all. To
access the full livestream, click here.

The Bay Area Air District is the regional agency responsible for protecting air quality and the
global climate in the nine-county Bay Area. Connect with the Air District via Facebook, X,
Instagram and YouTube.
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