
 

 

Historic Wood Smoke Model Ordinances   

Adopted by Bay Area Cities and Counties 
The Air District’s Wood-Burning Rule, Regulation 6, Rule 3 (Reg. 6-3), which was adopted by the Board of Directors in July 
2008, applies to the entire Bay Area Air District, and sets baseline requirements regarding wood burning throughout the Bay 
Area. Prior to adoption of Reg. 6-3, some cities and counties adopted local wood smoke ordinances. Many of these local ordi-
nances were based on the Air District's 1990’s Model Wood Smoke Ordinance, which was previously developed as a guidance 
document for cities and counties that wished to reduce wood smoke in their communities.   The 1990’s model ordinance includ-
ed a ban on wood burning in fireplaces when the Air District issued a Winter Spare the Air Alert.  The ordinance also encouraged 
use of new, cleaner technologies that had been developed to effectively reduce wood smoke pollution.  Many of the provisions 
listed in the table below have been superseded by Reg. 6-3.  Readers should be cautioned that some of the provisions listed in 
the table are no longer valid.  For example, the voluntary no burn provision included in some of the ordinances is not legal un-
der Reg. 6-3.  The table below is intended to provide a historic record of the ordinances and their key provisions adopted by 
cities and counties. 

Key   

Newly Installed Wood-burning device must be EPA certified 1 

Restrictions on Remodel Devices 2 

New Masonry Fireplace Construction Prohibited 3 

MANDATORY Winter Spare the Air alert Burning Prohibited at 
the local level 

4M 

VOLUNTARY Winter Spare the Air alert Burning Prohibited at 
the local level 

4V 

Illegal to burn trash and inappropriate materials in a wood-
burning device 

5 

Non certified wood-burning devices (such as fireplaces) must 
be removed from existing buildings/residences during re-
model, sale or other event 

6 

Conversion of Gas to Wood-burning fireplace is Prohibited 7 

* County ordinances only apply in unincorporated areas within each county. 

  County Provisions 

1 Alameda 1   3         

2 Contra Costa 1 2   4V 5   7 

3 Marin 1 2 3 4V 5 6 7 

4 Santa Clara 1       5   7 

5 San Francisco 1       5     

6 San Mateo 1   3         

7 Solano 1 2   4V 5   7 

8 Sonoma 1 2         7 

  City Provisions 

1 Benicia 1             

2 Berkeley 1 2     5     

3 Campbell 1 2     5   7 

4 Clayton 1 2 3 4V 5   7 

5 Colma 1             

6 Cotati 1             

7 Dublin 1 2           

8 East Palo Alto         5     

9 Fairfax 1       5 6   

10 Fairfield 1 2     5   7 

11 Foster City 1   3 4V 5     

12 Fremont 1 2   4M 5 6 7 

13 Hayward 1       5     

14 Livermore 1   3 4V     7 

15 Larkspur 1 2 3   5     

16 Los Altos 1       5     

17 Los Gatos 1 2   4M 5     

18 Martinez 1 2   4M 5   7 

19 Menlo Park 1 2     5 6 7 

20 Mill Valley 1 2   4M     7 

21 Milpitas 1 2 3       7 

22 Monte Sereno   2     5     

23 Moraga 1       5     

24 Morgan Hill 1       5     

25 Mountain View 1 2         7 

26 Oakland 1   3 4M 5   7 

27 Palo Alto 1 2           

28 Petaluma 1 2     5     

29 Richmond 1 2     5   7 

30 Rohnert Park 1 2   4M 5   7 

31 San Francisco 1       5     

32 Santa Clara 1 2 3   5     

33 San Jose 1 2     5   7 

  City Provisions 

34 San Leandro 1             

35 San Rafael   2 3     6   

36 San Pablo 1     4V 5     

37 Santa Rosa 1   3 4V 5   7 

38 Saratoga 1       5     

39 Sebastopol 1 2 3 4V 5 6 7 

40 South San Francisco 1 2     5   7 

41 St Helena 1 2 3         

42 Sunnyvale 1   3   5   7 

43 Union City 1 2   4M     7 

44 Windsor 1 2 3   5   7 

http://www.baaqmd.gov/Divisions/Communications-and-Outreach/Air-Quality-in-the-Bay-Area/Wood-Burning/Wood-Burning-Rule-Information.aspx
http://www.baaqmd.gov/~/media/Files/Compliance%20and%20Enforcement/Wood%20Burning/modelord_woodsmoke.ashx
http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientID=16425&stateID=5&statename=California
http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientID=16286&stateID=5&statename=California
http://www.co.marin.ca.us/depts/cd/main/comdev/advance/sustainability/greenbuilding/pdf/WoodsmokeOrd3395.pdf
http://www.sccgov.org/SCC/docs/SCC%20Public%20Portal/attachments/keyboard/526811TMPKeyboard200384021.pdf
http://www.sfenvironment.org/downloads/library/woodburningfireplaces.pdf
http://www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/Attachments/planning/PDFs/Building/BuildingRegulation.pdf
http://www.co.solano.ca.us/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?blobid=4643
http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientId=16331
http://www.codepublishing.com/ca/benicia/
http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/ContentDisplay.aspx?id=27916
http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientID=16242&stateID=5&statename=California
http://www.ci.clayton.ca.us/municode/
http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientid=16297
http://www.codepublishing.com/ca/Dublin/Dublin07/Dublin0732.html#7.32
http://www.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/California/fairfax_ca/townoffairfaxcaliforniamunicipalcodeofor?f=templates$fn=default.htm$3.0$vid=amlegal:fairfax_ca
http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/fairfield/
http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/FosterCity/
http://www.codepublishing.com/ca/fremont/
http://www.hayward-ca.gov/municipal/HMCWEB/Wood-BurningAppliances.pdf
http://www.codepublishing.com/CA/LivermorePDF/Livermorefullcode1110.pdf
http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientID=16460&stateID=5&statename=California
http://www.town.los-gatos.ca.us/index.aspx?NID=713
http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientID=16716&stateID=5&statename=California
http://millvalleylibrary.org/Index.aspx?page=76
http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientID=16491&stateID=5&statename=California
http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientID=16498&stateID=5&statename=California
http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientid=16501
http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientid=16502
http://laserfiche.mountainview.gov/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=53019&page=1&dbid=0
http://clerkwebsvr1.oaklandnet.com/attachments/11196.pdf
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=20331
http://cityofpetaluma.net/cclerk/pdf/ordinances/ord_1881_airpolution.pdf
http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?nomobile=1&clientid=16579
http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientId=16586&stateId=5&stateName=California
http://www.sfenvironment.org/downloads/library/woodburningfireplaces.pdf
http://www.codepublishing.com/dtSearch/dtisapi6.dll?cmd=getdoc&DocId=179&Index=D%3a%5cProgram%20Files%5cdtSearch%5cUserData%5cCA%5cSantaClara%5findex&HitCount=21&hits=26+b4+dc+df+fd+197+20a+20c+219+263+269+27e+286+289+298+2a7+2aa+2f1+2f7+30c+314+&SearchFo
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/building/Other/Ordinance.pdf
http://sanleandro-web.civicasoft.com/depts/cd/cdinfo/ordinances.asp
http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientId=16610&stateId=5&stateName=California
http://www.codepublishing.com/ca/sanpablo/
http://ci.santa-rosa.ca.us/doclib/agendas_packets_minutes/city_council/Ordinances/20020618_CC_Ordinance3567.html
http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientId=16616
http://ci.sebastopol.ca.us/sites/default/files/mgourley/municipal_code_chapter_15.70_installation_of_wood_burning_appliances_and_non_certified_wood_heaters.pdf
http://qcode.us/codes/southsanfrancisco/results.php?allWords=fireplace&anyWords=&exactPhrase=&frames=
http://www.codepublishing.com/ca/sthelena/
http://qcode.us/codes/sunnyvale/
http://qcode.us/codes/unioncity/
http://library.municode.com/index.aspx?clientID=16702&stateID=5&statename=California

