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Compliance and Enforcement Division 
INCIDENT REPORT 

February 1, 2025 
(Updated February 6, 2025) 
MRC Refinery, Site # A0011 

3485 Pacheco Boulevard Martinez, California 
 

On February 1, 2025, at around 10:45 a.m., Bay Area Air District (Air District) received its first 
complaint about an oily refinery smell in Martinez, CA.  A second odor complaint was received 
at 11:56 a.m., alleging the Martinez Refining Company.  At 1:05 p.m., the Air District received a 
third odor complaint, alleging oil and gas smell.  At 1:45 p.m., the Air District had already 
initiated an incident response to these complaints.  
At 1:49 p.m., the Air District received a Contra 
Costa County Community Warning System (CWS) 
Level 2 alert filed by MRC regarding a fire in the 
Light Oil Processing (LOP) area of the refinery.  
The Air District contacted MRC and dispatched 
staff to the area to assess the situation.  It was 
learned that a large fire was burning in the LOP 
area and flaring was also occurring.   
 
Incident Response staff arrived in the area around 
2:20 p.m. and observed a large black plume and 
flames from the affected process unit.  Visible 
emissions were observed to be in excess of Air 
District Regulation 6, Rule 1 standards.  Wind at 
the time was 5-15 mph from the south.  Air District 
staff were in communication with MRC and Contra 
County Health Department throughout the event. 
  
Around 5:00 p.m., Contra County Health increased the CWS Level 2 warning to Level 3.  As of 
7:30 p.m., Air District staff received and responded to 30 complaints from the community which 
were alleging odors and smoke related to the incident.  Reports at this time from the refinery 
indicate that the source of the fuel for the fire has been isolated, and the fire is considerably 
smaller in size.  Winds were expected to remain from the south throughout the evening.   
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Update February 6, 2025 
 
As a result of the incident, the Air District has currently issued three Notices of Violation to 
MRC refinery for public nuisance, failure to operate equipment as permitted and excessive 
smoke and soot fallout. These violations reflect the impact of the fire on air quality and the 
surrounding community. 
 
Update March 25, 2025 
 
Investigations continue into potential violations to air quality regulations. One Notice of 
Violation was issued to MRC refinery for visible emissions and not having a flare out of view to 
observe visible emissions during flaring events. 
 
Update May 1, 2025 
 
Investigations of possible violations are proceeding with an additional eighteen (18) Notices of 
Violation issued to MRC refinery for violations that occurred during the February 1 incident. 
 
Links to the Notices of Violation issued to MRC during this event can be found in the list of 
resources below. 
 
The Air District’s investigation of this event is ongoing, and we will provide additional updates 
when we have further information. 

 
 

Resources: 

• Air Quality Advisory 
• Incident Report 
• Notices of Violation – February 2025 
• Contra Costa County 72-Hour Report 
• 30-Day Report 
• Notices of Violation – May 2025 

 
The Air District will update this summary as additional information becomes available. 

 

https://www.baaqmd.gov/%7E/media/files/communications-and-outreach/publications/news-releases/2025/mrc_fire_250201_2025_003-pdf.pdf?rev=54ec4a38a7f3495f9e7ccfdbff4d4968&sc_lang=en
https://www.baaqmd.gov/%7E/media/files/compliance-and-enforcement/incident-reports/2025/mrc-fire-2_1_25-pdf.pdf?rev=4ce8e3db13c248f39ace8a7c2d7005dd&sc_lang=en
https://www.baaqmd.gov/%7E/media/files/communications-and-outreach/news-and-events/novs/mrc_novs-pdf.pdf?rev=7bc4db1f361c4606acff02b945684df8&sc_lang=en
https://www.cchealth.org/home/showpublisheddocument/31490/638743576637806010
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cchealth.org%2Fhome%2Fshowpublisheddocument%2F31556%2F638766081742639015%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3CQaV8Fzy40rlXWTtV7KV1b7dtETS8YSFd1qZzD9rHLS616drrdQpwJOI_aem_OyY6dIrdei_V-7L4HueOPQ&data=05%7C02%7Ckroselius%40baaqmd.gov%7C5405d52998be4365c6d208dd5c12356b%7C855defaabdae4e6281e53bb7aa04fc3a%7C0%7C0%7C638767955492182487%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=G5wD%2FU60NESO6zFUqcbaUn1k5d9719fwkXmUD2qf2Y0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.baaqmd.gov%2Fmrcnovs&data=05%7C02%7Ckroselius%40baaqmd.gov%7C54c6d45910c84bfacbab08dd88e6a73a%7C855defaabdae4e6281e53bb7aa04fc3a%7C0%7C0%7C638817246399412024%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zh67HB1YfDrUGIsCsq6EpOIj8kb9Zpz%2F%2FGRimfpnxxg%3D&reserved=0

