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April 19, 2019  
 
Miroo Desai, AICP 
Senior Planner 
City of Emeryville 
1333 Park Avenue 
Emeryville, CA 94608 
 
RE: Onni Christie Mixed Used Project – Notice of Preparation of a Draft 
Environmental Impact Report   
 
Dear Miroo Desai,   
 
Bay Area Air Quality Management District (Air District) staff has reviewed the 
Notice of Preparation (NOP) of a Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the 
Onni Christie Mixed Used Project (Project).  The Project involves the construction 
of approximately 628 rental residential units, 238,000 square feet of new office 
space, 20,000 square feet of new ground-floor retail and 1,105 parking spaces.  
 
The NOP states that the proposed Project may have significant environmental 
impacts related to air quality.  Air District staff recommends the DEIR include the 
following information and analysis regarding potential regional and local air quality 
impacts and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in the San Francisco Bay Area Basin 
and the Emeryville community. 
 

1. Provide baseline information on the Bay Area Air Basin’s attainment status for 
all criteria pollutants and the implications for the region if the National Ambient 
Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) and California Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(CAAQS) are not attained or maintained by statutory deadlines. In addition, the 
DEIR should provide baseline information regarding existing sources of air 
pollution and air pollution concentrations in the Emeryville community. The 
DEIR should include a discussion of the potential health effects of exposure to 
criteria pollutants.  

2. Quantify the Project’s potential construction and operational impacts to local 
and regional air quality. The analysis should evaluate whether the project will 
have a cumulatively considerable net increase for construction and operational 
emissions.  

3. Estimate and evaluate the potential health risk to existing and future sensitive 
populations within the Project area from toxic air contaminants (TAC) and fine 
particulate matter (PM2.5) as a result of the project’s construction and 
operations.  
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4. Staff recommends all feasible mitigation measures be implemented, both onsite and offsite, 
for all potentially significant air quality and GHG impacts identified in the DEIR. We 
recommend that the DEIR prioritize onsite mitigation measures, followed by offsite 
mitigation measures within the Emeryville community and near the proposed Project. 
Examples of potential emission reduction measures that may be evaluated and considered 
include, but are not limited to: 

• Prohibiting or minimizing the use of diesel fuel, consistent with the Air District’s 
Diesel Free By ’33 initiative (http://dieselfree33.baaqmd.gov/). Note that in 
September 2018 the Emeryville City Council adopted a resolution endorsing the 
Diesel Free by ’33 Statement of Purpose.  

• Implementing green infrastructure and fossil fuel alternatives in the development 
and operation of the Project, such as solar photovoltaic (PV) panels, renewable 
diesel, electric heat pump water heaters, and solar PV back-up generators with 
battery storage capacity.   

• Implementing transportation demand management measures to reduce vehicle trips 
and vehicle miles traveled, including a community shuttle/van or car sharing services, 
expanding and improving bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure, providing on-site 
amenities for bicycles, providing transit incentives, and limiting parking capacity to 
meet on-site demand, among others. 

• Providing zero emission transportation projects, including a neighborhood electric 
vehicle program, electric community shuttle/van services, and providing electric 
vehicle parking and charging infrastructure, among others.   

• Requiring construction vehicles to operate with the highest tier engines 
commercially available. 

• Implementing a zero-waste program consistent with SB 1383 organic waste disposal 
reduction targets including the recovery of edible food for human consumption.  

5. Evaluate the Project’s consistency with the Air District’s 2017 Clean Air Plan (2017 CAP). The 
2017 CAP can be found on the Air District’s website http://www.baaqmd.gov/plans-and-
climate/air-quality-plans/current-plans. 

6. Evaluate the Project’s consistency with the City of Emeryville’s Climate Action Plan and 
demonstrate consistency with the California Air Resources Board 2017 Scoping Plan to meet 
the State and Air District’s 2030 and 2050 climate stabilization goals. Please be advised that 
the Air District is in the process of updating the CEQA guidelines/thresholds and current 
thresholds for GHGs may not be sufficient for this analysis. Other elements of the Guidelines 
may still be useful, however. You may download a copy of the Guidelines from the Air 
District’s website http://www.baaqmd.gov/plans-and-climate/california-environmental-
quality-act-ceqa/updated-ceqa-guidelines 

7. The Air District’s CEQA website contains several tools and resources to assist lead agencies in 
analyzing project alone and cumulative air quality impacts. These tools include guidance on 
quantifying local emissions and exposure impacts. View and download tools at 

http://dieselfree33.baaqmd.gov/
http://www.baaqmd.gov/plans-and-climate/air-quality-plans/current-plans
http://www.baaqmd.gov/plans-and-climate/air-quality-plans/current-plans
http://www.baaqmd.gov/plans-and-climate/california-environmental-quality-act-ceqa/updated-ceqa-guidelines
http://www.baaqmd.gov/plans-and-climate/california-environmental-quality-act-ceqa/updated-ceqa-guidelines
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http://www.baaqmd.gov/plans-and-climate/california-environmental-quality-act-
ceqa/ceqa-tools. 

8. Include all appendices or technical documents relating to the air quality, toxic air contaminant 
and GHG analysis, such as emissions assessment calculation and the health risk assessment 
files. Without all the supporting air quality documentation, the public may be unable to 
effectively review the air quality and GHG analyses in a timely manner.  

9. If a permit is required from the Air District for any elements of the project (e.g. diesel back-
up generators, boilers, etc.) the DEIR should include an analysis of the air pollutant and GHG 
emissions associated with the permitted activity. Please contact Barry Young at (415)749-
4721 or byoung@baaqmd.gov to discuss permit requirements.  

 
If you have any questions regarding these comments, or would like to schedule a meeting, please 
contact Areana Flores, Environmental Planner, at (415) 749-4616, or aflores@baaqmd.gov.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Greg Nudd 
Deputy Air Pollution Control Officer  
 
cc:  BAAQMD Director John J. Bauters  
 BAAQMD Director Pauline Russo Cutter 
 BAAQMD Director Scott Haggerty 
 BAAQMD Director Nate Miley 
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